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The history of academic gowns at Waseda University

It is said that the 14 century is when people began wearing the formal
costume called, a robe, in some of the traditional schools in Europe.

In the late 19 century, The American Council of Education made
regulations for academic gowns based on the design of the universities in
Europe, and since then, the styles became the mainstream of academic
dressing in the US.

In Japan, the founder of Waseda University, President Shigenobu Okuma
pioneered in wearing an academic gown. The statue of him wearing the
gown is very famous.

The history of Waseda’s gowns began in 1913 when president Shigenobu
Okuma introduced them and marched in the school to commemorate the
30t anniversary of Waseda University.

With Waseda’s spirit of challenge, innovation, and internationalism, this
academic gown will make the most of it with its great performance at the
glorious ceremony and the commemorative photos with your family and
be treasured as a lifetime heirloom.

The gowns are designed based on the rules and regulations. Starting with
directors, guests, and doctors, and today, masters and bachelors
graduation ceremony.

Please robe yourself in your Waseda’s academic gown to celebrate your
accomplishment at the graduation ceremony.




